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The Book of Luke: Outline and Reading Guide 

By Jay Tidwell 
The Book of Luke is part of a two-book set. It’s companion book 
is Acts, which continues where the gospel account concludes. 
The Book of Luke is about the life of Christ; the Book of Acts is 
about the life of the Church. Both books share a common sub-
ject: Everyone needs Jesus.  

Luke was a co-worker of Paul, who is frequently mentioned in 
Paul’s epistles. Luke was a physician (Col. 4:14), and was the only 
missionary with Paul at the time he wrote his last book, II Timothy 
(II Tim. 4:11). 

Luke’s gospel account describes how all kinds of people can re-
late to Jesus:He is the Savior for everyone.  

Some of the major themes of the Book of Luke are thanksgiving, 
compassion and joy.  

Luke 1 

The writer introduces his approach in this account of Jesus’ life 
and describes the birth of John the Baptist. Here are the main 
sections of the chapter: 

Verses 1-4: Luke describes his design for the book.  

Verses 5-25: Zacharias learns he and his wife Elisabeth will have 
a child.  

Verses 26-38: The angel Gabriel visits Mary and announces to 
her she shall give birth to Jesus.  

Verses 39-56: Mary visits Elisabeth and Elisabeth praises the ap-
proaching birth of Jesus.  

Verses 57-80: Elisabeth gives birth to a son, whom Zacharias in-
structs to name John. Zacharias then praises the work 
John shall one day accomplish as the forerunner of Christ. 



Luke 2 

We have very little information in Scripture about the time from 
Jesus’ birth to the beginning of His public preaching and min-
istry when He was about 30 years of age. What we know about 
that period is gathered from this chapter, which summarizes the 
birth and childhood of Jesus. Luke provides the historical back-
ground of His birth, and describes encounters with devoted 
Jews who were expecting a Messiah. The main divisions of Luke 
2: 

Verses 1-21: Jesus is born in Bethlehem and is visited by shep-
herds.  

Verses 22-35: Joseph and Mary take infant Jesus to Jerusalem, 
where He is praised by Simeon.  

Verses 36-38: Anna praises baby Jesus in the Temple area.  

Verses 39-52: Luke gives a brief description of an event from Je-
sus’ childhood, when He was left behind in Jerusalem. Even at 
age 12, Jesus understands He is on earth for a higher purpose. 

Luke 3 

In this chapter, Luke describes the ministry of John the Baptist 
and baptism of Jesus. Luke also sets out the lineage of Jesus all 
the way back to Adam. The main sections of Luke 3: 

Verses 1-18: John the Baptist preaches about the Messiah and 
repentance.  

Verses 19-20: Luke foretells why John is later imprisoned.  

Verses 21-22: Jesus is baptized by John. 

Verses 23-38: Luke outlines the genealogy of Jesus to Adam. 

Luke 4 

This chapter describes the beginning of Jesus’ teaching and 
miracle-working. Here are the main sections of the chapter: 



Verses 1-13: The devil tempts Jesus in the wilderness.  

Verses 14-30: Jesus speaks in the synagogue of Nazareth and is 
cast out by angry listeners.  

Verses 31-37: Jesus casts a demon out of a man in the syna-
gogue of Capernaum. 

Verses 38-39: Jesus heals Simon’s wife’s mother.  

Verses 40-44: Jesus performs many kinds of miracles in the re-
gion of Galilee. 

Luke 5 

Luke was a physician by trade (Col. 4:14), and his gospel account 
possesses details and terminology that indicate his precision in 
observation and description. This chapter contains the accounts 
of Jesus providing a large catch of fish and healing people of 
very bad physical ailments.  The key sections of Luke 5 are: 

Verses 1-11: Jesus sends some to fish in deeper water and they 
bring in a massive catch. 

Verses 12-16: Jesus heals a leper and instructs him to follow 
Moses’ instructions regarding religious cleansing from leprosy.  

Verses 17-26: Jesus forgives a man with palsy and then heals 
him, to the amazement of the multitude.  

Verses 27-32: Jesus is a guest of Levi’s at a large gathering, and 
is criticized for eating with sinners. Jesus explained He did not 
come to assist those who believed they were acceptable to God 
already without Him.  

Verses 33-39: Jesus explains the difference in conduct between 
His disciples and John’s, using the parables of the garment and 
wineskins. 



Luke 6 

Luke records his equivalent of the Sermon on the Mount, de-
scribed in this passage as the Sermon on the Plain. The prom-
inent divisions in the chapter are: 

Verses 1-5: Jesus explains why it was not inappropriate for His 
disciples to gather corn to eat as they traveled on the Sabbath.  

Verses 6-11: Jesus heals a man’s disabled hand on the Sabbath 
and is harshly criticized.  

Verses 12-16: Jesus calls the Twelve to follow Him.  

Verses 17-49: Jesus delivers the sermon on the plain, in which 
He describes the be-attitudes and how His followers would be 
expected to conduct themselves. 

Luke 7 

Luke describes Jesus’ encounters with some who were deeply 
faithful and spiritual, in contrast to those who only appeared to 
be religious. The primary sections in the chapter are: 

Verses 1-10: Jesus heals the centurion’s servant.  

Verses 11-17: Jesus stops a funeral procession and miraculously 
revives a widow’s dead son, to the amazement of all who learn 
about it. 

Verses 18-23: John’s disciples ask Jesus whether He is the Mes-
siah John has been waiting for. Jesus gives an affirmative answer 
by describing the miraculous activities He engaged in, which 
John should have recognized as signs of the Messiah.  

Verses 24-35: Jesus delivers an address concerning the signifi-
cant role John played. Luke observes how those who disagreed 
with Jesus had not been baptized as commanded by God 
through John.  

Verses 36-50: While Jesus eats a meal in the home of Simon the 
Pharisee, He is visited by a woman known to be sinful, perhaps a 



prostitute. She washes Jesus’ feet with her tears and dries them 
with her hair. Some criticize Jesus for allowing the woman to 
touch Him. Jesus forgives her sins. 

Luke 8 

Jesus’ ability as a leader, teacher and miracle worker are all fea-
tured in Luke 8. The main sections of the chapter are: 

Verses 1-3: Luke identifies some of the women who were close 
followers of Christ. Jesus elevated the dignity of women by iden-
tifying them and treating them respectfully as His disciples. He 
had no second-class followers. 

Verses 4-15: Jesus presents the parable of the sower, seed and 
soils and explains its significance. 

Verses 16-18: Jesus describes the level of perception needed by 
His followers. We can hear words without hearing the message; 
but Jesus’ followers strive to grasp the true meaning of His mes-
sage. 

Verses 19-21: Some of Jesus’ family visits and He explains that 
His true family includes all who follow God’s word. Everyone 
needs a spiritual family. 

Verses 22-25: Jesus calms a storm on the Sea of Galilee. This 
large lake was the scene of several supernatural events during 
Jesus’ ministry. 

Verses 26-39: Jesus visits the region of Gadara, where he casts 
demons out of man and is later asked to leave the area. 

Verses 40-56: Jesus heals Jairus’ daughter, and in the process 
also heals a woman who touched Him while he traveled to 
Jairus’ house. 

Luke 9 

A theme which is highlighted in Luke 9 is the spirit required of 
Jesus’ followers. The Lord addresses the humility and loyalty ex-



pected of those who commit themselves as His disciple. The 
main sections in Luke 9: 

Verses 1-6: Jesus sends the 12 on a special teaching and mira-
cle-working assignment. 

Verses 7-9: Herod hears of the activities of Jesus and fears He is 
John the Baptist, whom he executed. 

Verses 10-17: Jesus miraculously feeds a crowd – including 
5,000 men – with only a few fish and loaves of bread. 

Verses 18-20: Jesus asks the disciples about the opinions of the 
crowds about Him. 

Verses 21-27: Jesus foretells His death and resurrection and de-
scribes the level of commitment required to be one of His disci-
ples. 

Verses 28-36:  Jesus is transfigured and visits with Moses and 
Elijah concerning His death. 

Verses 37-42:  Jesus casts a demon out of a man’s son, and the 
crowd is amazed. 

Verses 43-45: Jesus again foretells the circumstances of His 
death to the disciples, but that do not grasp the significance of 
what He is saying. 

Verses 46-48: The disciples dispute who would be the greatest 
among them and Jesus advises them it would be the one who 
was lowliest, illustrating His point with a child who was nearby. 

Verses 49-50: The disciples encounter one who was casting out 
demons and Jesus advised them that he could not do that un-
less he was also a follower of His. 

Verses 51-56: Jesus turns His attention toward Jerusalem, where 
the final events of His earthly ministry will transpire, and His pre-
occupation frustrates some Samaritans. 



Verses 57-62: Different men approach Jesus and express their 
desire to follow Him, and Jesus cautions them about the level of 
commitment required. 

Luke 10 

Jesus addresses the kind of courage required of His followers. 
He also presented the parable of the good Samaritan to illus-
trate how God’s people should help those who are in need, even 
if they don’t know them and have no reason to - or perhaps have 
reasons not to - assist them. The main divisions of Luke 10 are: 

Verses 1-24: Jesus selects 70 disciples who are sent on a risk-
filled teaching mission. Jesus praises the success they experi-
enced. 

Verses 25-37: Jesus gives the parable of the good Samaritan. 

Verses 38-42: Jesus visits the home of Mary and Martha and 
teaches about priorities and anxiety. 

Luke 11 

Jesus emphasized two traits of His followers: one, they must be 
obedient and live according to God’s law; and two, they must do 
so with the right type of attitude. In Luke 11, Jesus describes the 
kind of spirit He seeks in His followers. The key sections: 

Verses 1-13: Jesus teaches how and why to pray. If you are un-
able to think of what to pray about, try this P-L-A-N:  

P - raise Him (Matt. 5:9); 

L - eaders  (I Tim. 2:1-2) and laborers (Matt. 9:37-38); 

A - vailability of His word (II Thess. 3:1); and 

N - eeds of ourselves and others (Matt. 5:11; Phil. 4:6-7; I 
Peter 5:7; James 5:13-16).  



Verses 14-26: Some attribute Jesus’ miraculous power to the 
devil, and Jesus sternly rebukes them and explains why such a 
thing would be contradictory. 

Verses 27-36: Jesus addresses how some had responded to Him 
and how those who did not follow would have to answer to a 
higher level of responsibility to God. 

Verses 37-52: Jesus denounces superficial religion, especially 
the religion of the Pharisees. 

Verses 53-54: Luke explains that the Pharisees were now eager 
to catch Jesus making incriminating remarks. 

Luke 12 

Jesus provides guidance for His followers, preparing them for 
problems with money and problems with others.  In any event, 
all should live as if the Day of Judgment could come at any time. 
The key divisions of Luke 12: 

Verses 1-12: Jesus warns His followers about persecution and 
the need to remain loyal to God, the Higher Power. 

Verses 13-21: Jesus is asked to decide a dispute concerning an 
inheritance, and addresses the danger of covetousness. 

Verses 22-34:  Jesus teaches how faith in God’s providence can 
overcome worry about material goods. 

Verses 35-40: Jesus teaches the importance of being prepared 
for the Day of Judgment. 

Verses 41-48: Jesus teaches the importance of living as if the 
Day of Judgment could come at any time. 

Verses 49-53: Jesus warns His followers about the divisions from 
the ungodly that will arise from being His disciple. 

Verses 54-57: Jesus points out the inconsistency of those who 
failed to see the signs of His Sonship. 



Verses 58-59: Jesus emphasizes the need for reconciliation with 
those who may be offended. 

Luke 13 

Jesus stresses the importance of having a penitent spirit. The 
main sections of Luke 13: 

Verses 1-5: Jesus teaches the necessity of repentance. 

Verses 6-10:  Jesus gives the parable of the fig tree, illustrating 
how God has allowed opportunities and provided motives for 
repentance. 

Verses 11-17: Jesus heals a woman with a spirit of infirmity on 
the sabbath day and is confronted by the synagogue ruler. 

Verses 18-23: Jesus gives the parables of the mustard seed and 
leaven to illustrate the manner of growth of His kingdom. 

Verses 24-30: Jesus emphasizes the importance of adhering to 
God’s word, even though it may not be popular to do so. 

Verses 31-35: Jesus expresses regret over how many have failed 
to recognize His mission. 

Luke 14 

Jesus is a guest for a meal at the residence of one of the chief 
Pharisees and uses the opportunity to teach about religious le-
galism and the need for humility and genuine commitment to be 
His follower. Here are the major sections of Luke 14: 

Verses 1-6: Jesus heals a man of the dropsy while under sur-
veillance by His critics.  This disorder involved excessive swelling, 
likely in internal organs. 

Verses 7-14: Jesus gives the parable of the wedding guests to 
illustrate the importance of self-abasement. 



Verses 15-24: Jesus gives the parable of the wedding invitation 
to illustrate how some were missing the opportunity to be His 
follower while He was with them. 

Verses 25-35: Jesus emphasizes the importance of considering 
the cost of being His follower, and that it is not an easy task. 

Luke 15 

Jesus explains why He associates with those who were strug-
gling morally and spiritually, such as “publicans and 
sinners” (verse 1). His association was not to encourage them 
further in their sins, but to demonstrate His interest in their salva-
tion and the way to a better life. The key sections of Luke 15 em-
phasize Jesus’ mission: 

Verses 1-2: Jesus is criticized for being hospitable to the moral 
outcasts of society. 

Verses 3-7: Jesus explains He considers His conduct similar to a 
shepherd who leaves his flock to search for a single lost sheep. 

Verses 8-10: Jesus further describes His interest like a woman 
looking for a precious piece of jewelry, and sharing the same joy 
over a successful search for what is lost. 

Verses 11-24: Jesus tells the story of the wasteful, disrespectful 
son who was nevertheless received back compassionately by his 
father. 

Verses 25-32: Jesus also describes the resentful older brother of 
the wayward son who was angered their father celebrated his 
brother’s return. 

Jesus emphasizes that His interest is in pursuing and welcoming 
those who have gone astray rather than savoring their lostness. 
In a similar way, the Lord expects His followers to welcome those 
who come to Him in obedience to His gospel. 



Luke 16 

Jesus addresses the subject of covetousness. In two narratives, 
Jesus describes the dangers of trusting in riches in this life, and 
its impact on where we will spend eternity. There are two main 
divisions to Luke 16: 

Verses 1-13: Jesus gives the parable of the unjust steward, de-
scribing how money is a tool to be used, and not something to 
be worshiped. 

Verses 14-31: Jesus tells the story of Lazarus and the rich man, 
pointing out their differences in this life and in the life and in the 
after life. The emphasis is on the suffering in the next life of those 
who allow their financial success to skew their values and treat-
ment of others. 

Luke 17 

Jesus addresses the importance of forgiveness, gratitude and 
readiness for troubling times. Luke 17 can be divided into the 
following sections: 

Verses 1-10: Jesus describes the extensive forgiveness to be 
shown by His followers and, at Peter’s request, connects a forgiv-
ing spirit to faith in God. 

Verses 11-19: Jesus heals 10 lepers yet only one shows appreci-
ation. 

Verses 20-21: Jesus teaches the spiritual nature of His kingdom. 

Verses 22-37: The surprising end of Jerusalem is foretold by Je-
sus 

Luke 18 

Jesus stresses the value of humility and the comparative worth-
lessness of material possessions. The main sections of Luke 18: 

Verses 1-8: Jesus uses the parable of the persistent widow to 
illustrate how willingly God desires to answer our prayers. 



Verses 9-14: With a story which contrasts a self-righteous Phar-
isee and a humble publican who were praying in the Temple, 
Jesus teaches the value of humility. 

Verses 15-17: Children are brought to Jesus and He uses the 
opportunity to teach the humble spirit expected of His followers. 

Verses 18-27: A wealthy man asks Jesus what else he needed to 
do to secure eternal life, and is disappointed when Jesus in-
structs him to part with his possessions. 

Verses 28-30: Jesus assures His followers they will receive bless-
ings for their sacrifices. 

Verses 31-34: Jesus foretells the hardships that await Him at 
Jerusalem, but the disciples do not grasp what He is saying. 

Verses 35-43: Jesus heals a blind man at Jericho. 

Luke 19 

Jesus traveled continuously during His three-year ministry, and 
this chapter records His final long-distance journey. Jesus walks 
from Jericho, where He visits with Zacchaeus, to Jerusalem, 
which He enters to loud praises of a huge crowd. This is the be-
ginning of His last week. The key divisions of Luke 19: 

Verses 1-10: Jesus visits with Zacchaeus and commends his in-
terest in godly living. 

Verses 11-27: Jesus teaches the parable of the nobleman’s ser-
vants to illustrate the misconception some had about His king-
dom. 

Verses 28-40: Jesus rides into Jerusalem to the celebration of a 
multitude. 

Verses 41-44: Jesus laments the unwillingness of Jerusalem to 
wholly submit to Him. 

Verses 45-46: Jesus drives salespeople from the Temple area. 
This is the second time He has forcefully moved these kinds of 



people from this sacred area (see John 2:13-22). The first time 
He did this did not put an end to the practice. The second time 
emphasized His genuine displeasure with this flippant treatment 
of a holy activity. 

Verses 47-48: The chief priests plot to destroy Jesus. These were 
the most religious of the Jewish people, but their hearts were 
dark. 

Luke 20 

Jesus responds to a series of controversial questions. The major 
divisions of Luke 20: 

Verses 1-8: The chief priests and scribes press Jesus to identify 
His authority for His teaching and actions, and Jesus asks them 
to identify the authority of John the Baptist, which they refuse to 
do. 

Verses 9-18: Jesus uses the parable of the wicked husbandmen 
to illustrate the mistreatment toward Him by the Jewish leaders. 

Verses 19-26: The chief priests and scribes perceived the wicked 
husbandmen parable was a rebuke of them, and they quiz Jesus 
about the authority for paying taxes with hope He would make 
an incriminating statement against the Roman government. 

Verses 27-38: Jesus fields a hypothetical question from the Sad-
ducees, who rejected the idea of a resurrection, and points out 
their flawed reasoning from Scripture, using Exodus 3:6 and the 
verb tense used in that passage. 

Verses 39-44: Jesus asks the scribes a question, requesting them 
to reconcile their views of the Messiah with David’s statement in 
Psalm 110:1. 

Verses 45-47: Jesus warns the people about the religious pre-
tension of the scribe 



Luke 21 

Jesus and His disciples visit the Temple area, prompting Jesus to 
address the destruction of Jerusalem and the end of all things. 
The key sections of Luke 21: 

Verses 1-4: Jesus commends the sacrificial giving of a poor wid-
ow. 

Verses 5-7: Jesus tells the disciples Jerusalem shall one day be 
destroyed, which prompts two questions from them (in verse 7): 
(a) when will Jerusalem be destroyed? and (b) when will all 
things come to an end? 

Verses 8-33: Jesus foretells the signs of the destruction of 
Jerusalem which He tells them shall transpire within that genera-
tion (verse 32). 

Verses 34-36: Jesus emphasizes the need to be prepared for an 
uncertain end to all things. 

Verses 37-38: Luke describes Jesus’ movements during the day 
and evening. 

Luke 22 

The focus is on the events of Jesus’ final night before His death. 
The main parts of the chapter: 

Verses 1-6: Judas agrees to cooperate with the chief rulers to 
deliver Jesus to them. 

Verses 7-23: Jesus observes the Last Supper with the disciples. 

Verses 24-30: Jesus describes the chief trait of leadership in His 
kingdom: servanthood. 

Verses 31-34: Jesus warns Peter that he will be tested by the 
devil. 



Verses 35-38: Jesus speaks symbolically regarding the need for 
the disciples to continue to trust Him through the trials they 
would face. 

Verses 39-46: Jesus passionately prays in the garden that the will 
of God prevail, though He is heavily burdened by what it will re-
quire. 

Verses 47-49: Judas leads a group who comes to arrest Jesus. 

Verses 50-53: After a confrontation between one of the disciples 
and one in the crowd who came to apprehend Jesus, Jesus tells 
His disciples not to resist and asks the crowd why they had not 
taken Him in the open during the daytime, commenting on “the 
power of darkness.” 

Verses 54-62: Peter denies Jesus three times in the manner Je-
sus had foretold. Peter afterward wept bitterly. 

Verses 63-65: Jesus is treated with indignity by those who ap-
prehended Him. 

Verses 66-71: Jesus is forcefully interrogated by elders, chief 
priests and scribes at a council meeting, regarding whether He 
was Christ, the Son of God. 

Luke 23 

Luke describes the scene of Jesus’ death by crucifixion. The pri-
mary divisions of the chapter: 

Verses 1-7: Jesus is presented to Pilate by those involved in Je-
sus’ apprehension and charged with treason. Pilate transfers Je-
sus to Herod for hearing. 

Verses 8-11: Herod and his accompanying soldiers hear the 
charges against Jesus, treat Him mockingly, and Herod sends 
Jesus back to Pilate. 

Verses 12-25: Pilate finds no fault in Jesus, but rather than releas-
ing Him, leaves the decision to the multitude, who may choose 



to release Jesus or Barabbas, a murderer. The crowd asks for 
Barabbas to be released and demands for Jesus to be crucified. 

Verses 26: Jesus is led away to be crucified. Simon from Cyrene 
is compelled to assist Him in carrying the cross to the place of 
execution. 

Verses 27-31: Jesus’ followers wail over the circumstances, and 
Jesus warns them the world shall see more suffering. 

Verses 32-33: Luke describes the scene of Jesus’ crucifixion, 
which included two others who were also being executed. 

Verses 34-38: Jesus prays for forgiveness for those who were 
putting Him to death, but is treated spitefully and mockingly by 
those who observe and participate in His crucifixion. 

Verses 39-45: One of those being crucified with Jesus defends 
Him to the other victim, and Jesus assures Him of being with Him 
in paradise. 

Verses 46-49: Jesus dies, evoking overwhelming reactions in 
those who witnessed it. 

Verses 50-56: Joseph of Arimathaea retrieves Jesus’ body and 
buries Him in his own newly constructed burial cave. 

Luke 24 

The resurrection of Jesus is described in Luke 24, as well as His 
subsequent visits with His followers. Jesus also explains how His 
death and resurrection were part of a plan for spiritual redemp-
tion foretold in the Old Testament. Here are the key sections: 

Verses 1-7: Women who had followed Jesus before His death 
travel to His grave site to finish the burial rituals and find the 
stone rolled away and an angelic messenger announcing His 
resurrection 



Verses 8-11: The women go to the disciples and tell them what 
they have discovered. 

Verse 12: Peter goes to the tomb and studies how the grave 
could be empty. 

Verses 13-32: Jesus visits at length with two disciples who were 
leaving Jerusalem and walking toward Emmaus. 

Verses 33-44: The two men with whom Jesus visited hurry to find 
the disciples to explain what they have learned, and Jesus ap-
pears to all of them while they are discussing the matter. 

Verses 45-53: Jesus reassures the disciples the things which 
have happened were part of God’s scheme of redemption as 
revealed in the Bible. He then directs them to spread the story to 
all the world, and ascends to Heaven. Jesus provides the same 
terms for others to become His follower, though it is expressed 
in different ways in each version of the Great Commission: teach-
ing, baptism, further teaching (Matt. 28:18-20); teaching, believ-
ing, baptism (Mark 16:15-16); and teaching, repenting (Luke 
24:46-49). All of these requirements can be identified in the 
process of becoming a disciple of Christ in the Book of Acts. 

The Book of Acts opens with a summary of the Book of Luke:  

“In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus 
began to do and teach, until the day when he was taken up, after 
he had given commands through the Holy Spirit to the apostles 
whom he had chosen. He presented himself alive to them after 
his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days 
and speaking about the kingdom of God” (Acts 1:1-3, ESV).


